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2013 VFC Hot Topics #2 – New Data Loggers 

Data Logger Care 

Packages: 
 

Mailed March 15th 

 

Contained: 

 

•VFC5000-TC Data Loggers and 

accessories 

•New DL Instruction Manual  

•Updated VFC Provider Handbook 

•Memo with checklist 

 

2012 = Blue       2013 = Lavender 



 

 October 2012 – CDC issued Interim 

Storage and Handling Guidelines 

updating recommendations for 

vaccine storage 

 Immunization Program distributes 

over$6 million dollars in publicly 

funded vaccine. 

 Require providers receiving that 

vaccine to follow CDC 

recommendations. 

 We supply compliant thermometers 

so you don’t have to. 

 See Handbook Section 14 for details. 

Why New Data 

Loggers? 
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Glycol buffered thermocouple probe: 

Measures temperature approximating 

vaccine not air. 

 Buffered – does not respond to 

momentary changes in air 

temperature. 

Data Logger is on outside of storage unit. 

No need to open the door. 

 Lights are readily visible. 

No stooping, no bending. 

 Probe stays in storage unit while you 

download data. 

 Two-year calibration!!! 

 

Why you’re going to 

love your new data 

logger: 
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Checklist in your care package must be 

completed by April 30th. 

Fill-out and fax Handbook Section 12 

Install data loggers per New Instruction 

Manual 

Record data and log temperatures on State-

supplied temperature log for one week. 

Fax temp log 

Email data logger data 

Wait for approval from Immunization 

Program: 

Data logger is set up and adjusted 

properly for your storage units 

Storage unit is holding temperatures 

Emergency and Vaccine Management 

Plan in place. 

Return old data loggers!!!...PLEASE!!! 

New things you have to 

do - once: 
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Record min/max temperatures every 

morning in addition to current temperature 

morning and evening. 

 

New things you have to 

do - regularly: 
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Push #1 

Push #2 Max 

Push #3 Min 

Wait 30 seconds: 

Blank, start over 

Push #4 



Pitfalls, Pratfalls, and  
Frequently Asked Questions 
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No disk in box. 

Must download online. 

 Follow instructions on yellow card in 

data logger box. 

Downloaded software will not auto 

run. Must double click “setup.exe” file. 

Must use EasyLog 

Version 6.3 software: 
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 Recommend running wire out hinge 

side of door. 

Use plastic ties inside. 

 Squares and ties on outside. 

 Ties are not re-usable. Must cut to 

remove. 

Use twist ties or garbage bag ties. 

 Important to secure the wire. 

Use plastic ties and 

adhesive squares to 

secure wire: 
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Allow to equilibrate for over an hour 

before attaching data logger. 

 

 Push start instead of delayed start with 

old devices. 

Once installed, probe never leaves 

storage unit.  

No need for delayed start. 

 

Install the glycol 

buffered probe first: 

>1 hour 

Push 

Start 
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 Keep data logger probe and vaccine 

away from vent.  

 Too cold and may even be freezing. 

Combo units beware 

of vent from freezer!!! 
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 Setup screen #5 

Will not show up if you have not set 

temperature thresholds 

How many out-of-range readings 

before red light is activated. 

Number of readings AND duration 

(based on sampling rate) 

 

New recommended settings:  Why? 

We now read “vaccine temperature” 

and not air temperature. No lag time. 

Alarm Delays: 
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Alarm Delays: 
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 “3” or 15 minutes 

No exceptions. 

Alarm Delays – 

Refrigerators: 
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 Still must accommodate defrost 

cycles in “frost-free” units. 

 7 (30 minutes) to 12 (1 hour) 

Must review data to determine.  

Alarm Delays – 

Freezers: 
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New CDC recommendation. 

NOT a requirement in the Montana 

VFC Program. 

 But a good idea!  

No defrost cycles 

No freezing air in the 

refrigerator 

Consider getting 

stand-alone units: 
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Different cradle configurations 

(single versus double) 

Additional data loggers 

Contact us if you 

need: 

If you have extra data loggers… 
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Please return old/extra data loggers 

to the Immunization Program: 

Our purchase contract depends on returning old data loggers!!! 

Montana Immunization Program 

Cogswell Building Room C-211 

PO Box 202951  

Helena, Montana 59620 - 2951 

Address label provided in your care package: 
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By April 30, 2013 



Lori Hutchinson 
Vaccine Manager 
444-0277 
lhutchinson@mt.gov 

Katie Grady-Selby 
VFC Quality Specialist 
444-1613 
kgrady@mt.gov 

Questions? 

MT 
VFC 

Montana Immunization 

Program 
444-5580 

hhsiz@mt.gov 
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